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The clause is well suited to the present situation, in which:

As the facts alleged by the State of Texas demonstrate, the 2020
elections ... represent the antithesis of a republican form of
government. An elite group of sitting Democrat officers in each of
the Defendant States coordinated with the Democrat party to
illegally and unconstitutionally change the rules established by the
Legislatures in the Defendant States, thereby depriving the people
of their states a free and fair election — the very basis of a
republican form of government.
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The Guarantee Clause places an obligation upon the United States
to ensure that such an unlawful election not be carried to

fruition. This Court is the sole forum available for the
enforcement of that obligation under the circumstances faced by
the nation todayf.]

The idea is arresting. Given the lowly status of the Guarantee Clause, one can
see why Texas would choose not to raise it, but it is a useful counter to the
arguments made by the four defendants that whatever they choose to do in their
elections, however corrupt, is no one else's business.
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As the Guarantee Clause makes clear, state efforts to undermine republican
government are indeed everyone's business.

James V DeLong lives in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
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